FIND Publication Policy

Overview and Objectives of the Publications Subcommittee

The Publications Subcommittee will coordinate, monitor, review, and assume responsibility for, arranging the preparation of all study-wide press releases, interviews, presentations, and publications relating to the scientific aspects of FIND.  During the planning, conduct, and analysis of FIND, there will be no communications of study plans or results that have not been reviewed and approved following the procedures as described below.

Duties of the Publications Subcommittee

Recommend policy and procedures for review and approval of all scientific communications regarding FIND to outside groups.

Identify publications to be written and presentations to be made during the course of the study, with target dates for each.  The Publications Subcommittee will also review proposals for FIND-related publications or presentations.  These will include publications related to the main study and those resulting from projects previously approved by the Subprojects Evaluation Subcommittee.

Propose policy guidelines for authorship of FIND publications and appoint writing groups.

Monitor the writing of each paper to ensure publication in a timely fashion.

Suggest appropriate journals for FIND publications and monitor the process of publication.

Perform other writing, reviewing, or editing tasks assigned by the Steering Committee.

Assist writing groups in publishing papers of the highest quality and clarity.  Review and edit all FIND publications and presentations prior to submission (see section 13.4), enlisting the special assistance of other members of FIND Research Group and subcommittees whenever appropriate.  The activities of the Publications Subcommittee will be conducted pursuant to the following policy regarding publications and presentations from FIND:

1. ensure accurate, uniform, timely, and high quality reporting of FIND activities and results;

2. preserve the scientific integrity of the study;

3. safeguard the rights and confidentiality of participants;

4. ensure that the timing of publications and presentations serves the right of the public to know the results of the study without jeopardizing the privacy of the participants.

In all of these matters, the Publications Subcommittee will, by majority vote, make recommendations to the Steering Committee.  Final decisions will be by majority vote of the Steering Committee.

Categories of Papers 



Definitions
Paper: a paper written for publication in a journal, monograph, or book, whether initiated by the group or invited.

Writing group: the individuals directly responsible for writing a paper, even though many others in the research group may be involved in review and approval before the paper is submitted.  A writing group will usually be composed of three to seven people and include representatives from all the disciplines involved in the paper (e.g., clinicians, molecular geneticists, genetic epidemiologists, or statisticians).

Research Group: all investigators at the PICs, GADCC,  NIDDK project office, and any subcontracting units, such as central laboratories.  Investigators are considered those working at professional levels (and usually trained at the doctoral level), regardless of professional discipline (e.g., clinicians, molecular geneticists, genetic epidemiologists, or statisticians).  The program coordinator at each PIC might be included regardless of degree or professional credentials.

Each paper will be categorized before the analysis and writing are undertaken.  Categories are determined by the scope and content of each paper, rather than by the particular protocol or protocol(s) under which the data were obtained.  Results obtained under the full protocol followed by all centers will probably be designated as category A (defined below), whereas results obtained in ancillary or sub-studies may be of any category, depending on their scope and content.

A. Full group papers 

These papers represent the work of the entire consortium, including the PICs, GADCC, NIDDK project office, and any subcontracting units, such as central laboratories.  Examples of topics are: overall study design and methods, descriptions of recruited populations, and findings representing all study subjects and PICs.

Authorship will be by the FIND Research Group.  Group members will be listed in a footnote or appendix (depending on editorial policy of the journal).  The list may designate certain roles of individuals, such as PIs, chairs of the Steering Committee and subcommittees, and members of the writing group.  The corresponding author will be the GADCC, with no individual named, unless required by the journal, in which case the PI of the GADCC will be named.  The appendix may also acknowledge by name or by group the nonprofessional staff, external advisors and consultants, and others as appropriate.

B. Subgroup papers

These papers represent the work of part of the consortium, consisting of at least one center, which may include the PICs, GADCC, NIDDK project office, and any subcontracting units, such as central laboratories.  Examples of topics are: study design, methods, subjects, and findings pertaining to a subset of PICs or a single PIC; or methods (but not study results) used by the GADCC alone.

The involved centers may be a single PIC (including affiliated laboratories or consultants) if the services of the GADCC were not used in the substudy, the single center plus the GADCC, or more than one (but not all) PICs, with or without the GADCC.  Depending on the roles of the GADCC in the substudy (i.e. statistical analysis or genotyping), the authorship list may include only some members of the GADCC.

Authorship will be the investigators of the centers involved.  A subtitle, footnote, acknowledgment, or appendix will indicate that this represents a subgroup of FIND, and if possible, a FIND paper (category A) will be referenced.  

C. Miscellaneous papers

These papers represent work funded by FIND but not central to the FIND consortium.  Examples are: development of statistical or genotyping methods not illustrated by FIND results (even if subsequently used in FIND), descriptions of aspects of the study populations not directly related to FIND analyses (such as correlations among study variables).  These papers may emanate from a single center (PIC or GADCC) or from a combination of one or more PICs, with or without the GADCC. 

Authorship will be by the investigators of the centers involved.  A subtitle, footnote, acknowledgment, or appendix will indicate how this paper is related to FIND, and if possible, a FIND paper (category A) will be referenced.  

Abstracts and meeting presentations will be classified and approved as above. When required by the organization sponsoring the meeting, a corresponding author can be named, e.g. in a footnote or in the authors line, such as A. B. Member, for the FIND Research Group.  If any member of the FIND Research Group receives an invitation to make a FIND presentation, the invitation should be forwarded to the Publications Subcommittee.  The Publications Subcommittee will recommend whether the invitation should be accepted, and may suggest that the presentation be given by a member of the Research Group other than the person originally invited (to spread the workload of presentations and facilitate public recognition of members who may not be frequently invited).

Implementation of Policy and the Review Process

Topics for papers and members of writing groups may be proposed by the Publications Subcommittee or any member of the Research Group.  The Publications Subcommittee will either reject the proposal or assign each proposal a category and writing group.  A log of such decisions will be maintained on the FIND website accessible to all members of the Research Group.  Any members disagreeing with a Publications Subcommittee decision on categorization of a paper, membership in the writing group, or approval of a paper should express their concerns to the Chair of the Publications Subcommittee, who will relay them to the full Publications Subcommittee, if necessary, for resolution.  Unresolved disagreements within the Publications Subcommittee will be referred to the Steering Committee for resolution.  A decision of the majority of the Steering Committee will be binding.

The Publications Subcommittee will review a completed paper of any category.  The review will include attention to scientific accuracy, clarity, and style.  If a majority does not approve it, suggestions for revision will be given to the writing group for revision, after which the Publications Subcommittee again reviews the paper.  When the majority of the Publications Subcommittee approves a paper, it will be forwarded to the Steering Committee for further suggested revisions or final approval by majority vote.

Use of Data

For purposes of publication and presentation policies, study data are defined as all data specified in the MOO pertaining to enrolled participants.  Subjects evaluated for eligibility but not enrolled (for whatever reason) can be used by the individual PICs for other studies.

Study data will be owned jointly by the individual PICs and the GADCC, but will be kept at the GADCC.  The GADCC and PICs will make no use of study data nor disclose them to any other parties except as specified in the Protocol or MOO, unless such use or disclosure is approved by a majority of the Steering Committee.

Final disposition of the data is covered by the policies developed by the Intellectual Property and Archives Subcommittee.

Presentations to Volunteer Participants

Presentation of results with clinical significance determined by the steering committee will be offered to the volunteer participants in an appropriate manner before they are presented to the public or the professional communities.  
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